
Isaiah & Assyria
2 Kings 18-19; Isaiah 36-37



When Do We First 
Encounter Assyria 
In A Meaningful 
Way In Scripture?







911-840 B.C. 

Rise of  the 
Assyrian Empire 
followed by its 
broad expansion 
in the northern 
Levant and 
Mesopotamia

Neo-Assyrian Empire

840-745 B.C.

Marks the weakening of  

Assyrian incursion and 

the rise of  Aram

745-640 B.C.

Strong Assyrian 

presence 

throughout the 

Middle East

640-609 B.C. 

The empire 

gradually weakens 

and becomes 

increasingly isolated

The empire can be divided into four phases of  strength and weakness.



Assyria Invades Israel (734-733 B.C.)

• John Bright notes: “All Israelite lands in Galilee 
and Transjordan were overrun, portions of  the 
population were deported (2 Kings 15:29), and 
numerous cities (Megiddo, Hazor) destroyed.”

•Damascus falls in 732 B.C., which spelled the end 
of  the coalition.

•Hoshea murders Pekah in 732 B.C. (2 Kings 
15:30), takes the throne in Israel, and serves 
Assyria.

• Judah is also an Assyrian vassal at this time under 
Ahaz.



The Final Straw

•Shalmaneser V becomes the new king in 
Assyria, and Hoshea withholds tribute, 
hoping that Egypt will protect him.

•In response, Assyria invades Israel and 
holds Hoshea prisoner (724 B.C.), and by 
722 B.C., after a 3-year siege, Samaria is 
captured and Israel falls (2 Kings 17:5).

•Israel ceases to exist as a nation after being 
exiled and the land repopulated; Judah 
continues to survive as a vassal to Assyria.



King 
Hezekiah
728-686 B.C.
2 Kings 18-20



Hezekiah is Compared to David

•Future verses verify this claim, as Hezekiah acts 
exactly how the author wished other kings would.

•He removes high places, altars, Asherah, and an 
item from Moses’ time that had come to be used 
as an idol.

•Worship is centralized in Jerusalem once again.

•And according to 2 Chronicles 29-31, he also:

Repairs the Temple, offers extensive dedicatory 
sacrifices when the renovation is complete, and 

celebrates Passover.



We Know of  Hezekiah’s Reforms

But he also breaks with Ahaz’s 
pro-Assyrian policy.

Why? 

I believe Hezekiah’s refusal to 
pay tribute is spiritually, rather 

than politically, motivated.



How Can I Be So Sure?

•Assyria is the superior force.

•They just recently defeated and exiled 
Israel.

•Ceasing payment will result in an 
aggressive response.

Hezekiah is acting on his genuine 
convictions; there is no conceivable reason 

to believe that Judah can win this battle.







Hezekiah’s Tunnel





Sennacherib (705-681 B.C.)



By 702 B.C., Sennacherib…

• Had regained control over Babylon.

• Had crushed Tyre and placed an Assyrian on the 
throne.

• Had exacted tribute from Philistia, Ammon, 
Moab, and Edom.

• Had captured numerous Judahite cities.

• And Finally…

He besieged Jerusalem.



And Unfortunately…

•Hezekiah is forced to reinstitute 
payment to avoid annihilation at 
Assyrian hands.

Look at 2 Kings 18:13-16











The Siege of  Lachish

•Archaeology sheds significant light on this event, 
as the Sennacherib Relief  found at Nineveh 
depicts the Assyrian attack on the Judean city of  
Lachish. 

•Sennacherib built a siege ramp on the 
southwestern corner of  the city and destroyed its 
defenses by using archers, infantry, and siege 
machines. The Judeans responded by erecting a 
countersiege ramp to bolster their defenses. 

• It was to no avail: Sennacherib conquered 
Lachish. Both of  the actual ramps have been 
uncovered.



Assyrian Accounts Confirm

•As one of  Judah’s most important cities, 
Lachish received particular attention from 
Sennacherib during this campaign, and 
after a siege it was eventually captured and 
burned to the ground. 

•When Sennacherib later constructed his 
royal palace at Nineveh, he commissioned 
a set of  stone reliefs to commemorate his 
famous conquest of  the city. 







The Sennacherib Prism

“As for the king of  Judah, Hezekiah, who had not 
submitted to my authority, I besieged and captured 

forty-six of  his fortified cities, along with many smaller 
towns, taken in battle with my battering rams. ... I took 
as plunder 200,150 people, both small and great, male 

and female, along with a great number of  animals 
including horses, mules, donkeys, camels, oxen, and 

sheep. As for Hezekiah, I shut him up like a 
caged bird in his royal city of  Jerusalem. I then 
constructed a series of  fortresses around him, and I 

did not allow anyone to come out of  the city gates. His 
towns which I captured I gave to the kings of  Ashod, 

Ekron, and Gaza”



You Know What Isn’t Depicted?

Jerusalem

Why not?



Jerusalem Under Siege

2 Kings 18:17-37



What is Hezekiah’s Response?

•2 Kings 19:1-2 –

1 And when King Hezekiah heard it, he 
tore his clothes, covered himself  with 
sackcloth and entered the house of  the 
Lord. 2 Then he sent Eliakim who was 
over the household with Shebna the 
scribe and the elders of  the priests, 
covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the 
prophet the son of  Amoz.



2 Kings 19

•Isaiah’s Response: 19:5-7

•Sennacherib’s Defiance: 19:8-13

•Hezekiah’s Prayer: 19:14-19

•God’s Answer: 19:20-34

•The Lord Defeats Assyria: 19:35-37



Isaiah’s Response: 19:5-7

Clear, Concise, Confident, and 
Comforting

Isaiah offers very specific 
promises, ones that will prove 
he is either a true prophet or a 

liar.



Sennacherib’s Defiance: 19:8-13

Isaiah’s mention of  a troubling report 
begins to take shape…

Sennacherib again threatens Hezekiah.

No other gods have been able to deliver 
people from his hand, so why should 

Yahweh be any different…



Hezekiah’s Prayer: 19:14-19

•Three Parts:

1. Hezekiah recognizes the Lord’s 
greatness (v. 15)

2. Hezekiah explains the problem 
(vv. 16-18)

3. Hezekiah asks directly for God’s 
assistance (v. 19)



God’s Answer: 19:20-34

•Also Three Parts:

1. The Lord promises a reversal 
of  fortunes (vv. 21-24)

2. The Lord is sovereign (vv. 25-
26)

3. The Lord promises 
deliverance (vv. 27-28)



John Oswalt, The Book of  Isaiah

“Sennacherib has spoken to 
Hezekiah concerning the Lord; 

Hezekiah has spoken to the Lord 
concerning Sennacherib; now the 

Lord speaks to Hezekiah 
concerning Sennacherib. It is 
always this last account which 

matters.”



A Sign for Hezekiah (19:29-31)

“you will eat this year what grows of  
itself, in the second year what springs 
from the same, and in the third year 

sow, reap, plant vineyards, and eat their 
fruit.”

“For out of  Jerusalem will go forth a 
remnant, and out of  Mount Zion 

survivors.”



Jerusalem is Spared (19:32-34)

Why?

“For I will defend this city 
to save it for My own sake 

and for My servant 
David’s sake.”



The Lord Defeats Assyria: 19:35-37

•Event #1:

1. The Lord kills 185,000 Assyrian soldiers 
in a single, terrifying night.

19:35 (KJV) –

“And it came to pass that night, that the 
angel of  the Lord went out, and smote in the 
camp of  the Assyrians an hundred fourscore 

and five thousand: and when they arose 
early in the morning, behold, they were all 

dead corpses.”



The Skeptics Say:

No other ancient texts 
record this victory, so 

doesn’t that cast doubt 
upon the biblical 

account?



The Lord Defeats Assyria: 19:35-37

•Event #2:

2. 20 years later (circa 681 B.C.), 
Sennacherib is murdered by his two 
sons in the temple of  his god.

And extrabiblical writings confirm this 
account.

What a display of  God’s sovereignty!
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