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Luke 
11:1-13

Jesus 
on 

Prayer



The “Lord’s” Prayer

• Is in fact a model prayer, spoken by Jesus in 
response to His disciples’ request, “Teach us to 
pray.”

• It would be better to understand this as “The 
Disciples’ Prayer”—i.e., as the prayer that 
uniquely binds them together in a community of  
worship and intercession—and as such it is 
therefore a distinctively Christian prayer. 

• The prayer underscores the unique relationship 
of  Christian believers to God as their “Father”



Petitions in the Lord’s Prayer

1. The Person of  God
• “Father”

2. The Name of  God
• “hallowed be your name”

3. God’s Program 
• “Your kingdom come”

4. God’s Provision
• “Give us each day our daily bread”

5. God’s Pardon
• “forgive us our sins”

6. God’s Protection
• “lead us not into temptation”



A Brief  Parable Follows

•Having helped his disciples pray, Jesus 
now gave them incentive to pray.

•The point of  the parable is clearly not: 
Go on praying because God will 
eventually respond to importunity; 
rather it is: Go on praying because 
God responds graciously to the needs 
of  his children.



At This Point in the Narrative:

•Luke describes a number of  miracles 
wrought by Jesus and times of  teaching, as 
well as the consistently hostile response of  
the Jewish leadership.  

•Recall that it is very late in Jesus’ ministry 
(within several months of  His death), and 
that Jesus is traveling in the region very 
close to Jerusalem, where the Pharisaic 
leadership so entirely committed to 
rejecting Him are headquartered. 

•And the people are beginning to sound a lot 
like the Pharisees.



Luke 
11:14-28

Another 
Blasphemous 
Accusation



This Event is Very Similar

•To that related to the “unpardonable 
sin” in Galilee.  

•The Pharisees had no other 
explanation, and so they returned to it 
whenever necessary.  

• Jesus’ response then was authoritative 
and effective, and it is repeated in this 
instance.



Notice:

•That Jesus appends a parable about a 
man who is cleansed of  an unclean 
spirit, leaves himself  empty, and is 
then possessed by 7 wicked spirits. 

•What do you think Jesus is referring to 
here? That is, who is the man, and in 
what sense had a cleansing taken 
place earlier?



Luke 11:29-36

The Sign of  Jonah



Jesus Then Repeats

•The “sign of  Jonah,” the 
emphasis of  which is that this 
generation has proven itself  so 
hard that signs are no longer 
wise, and thus they will get 
only the sign of  Jesus’ 
resurrection.



Luke 11:37-54 Dining with a 
Pharisee



Understanding The Pharisees

• They constituted a very tight and exclusive 
religious fraternity; there were relatively few 
admitted.  

• On the other hand, the scribes (lawyers) were 
ideologically and socially identified with the 
Pharisees.  Thus when Jesus excoriates the 
Pharisees (in words anticipatory of  the Woes of  
Matthew 23), a lawyer (or scribe) is insulted as 
well (v. 45). 

• Notice that Luke is explicit as to the purpose of  
the Pharisees in attending Jesus in these days.





Did You Know?

“The Mishnah lays it down that it is 
more important to observe the scribal 

interpretations than the Law itself  
(Sanhedrin 11:3). The reasoning is that 

if  it was a serious matter to offend 
against the Law which was sometimes 

hard to understand, it was a much more 
serious matter to offend against the 

interpretation which, the scribes 
thought, made everything clear.”



Luke 12:1-59 – An Overview

• Jesus speaks to His disciples and a great 
multitude about several issues:

• vv. 1-12: Hypocrisy (leaven of  the Pharisees)

• vv. 13-21: Covetousness (the rich fool)

• vv. 22-34: Worldly Anxieties (repeats sections 
of  the Sermon on the Mount)

• vv. 35-48: Watchfulness (the waiting servants 
and the wise steward)

• vv. 49-59: His Approaching Death and 
Resulting Division



The Big Takeaways

• Notice Luke’s description of  the great hordes 
of  people pressing in on Jesus at this time. 

• As His death draws near, Jesus remains the 
wildly popular folk-hero of  the masses.  

• This is important as it ties the hands of  His 
enemies, and it makes Jesus’ words 
concerning His coming death entirely 
incoherent to His disciples. (Jesus is able to 
see through the great crowds, knows that it is 
superficial and self-serving, but Jesus alone 
discerns this.) 



Luke 13:1-9

The 
Command 
to Repent 
and the 

Parable of  
the Fig 

Tree



Luke 13:10-17

Jesus Heals a 
Crippled Woman 
on the Sabbath



Throughout His Ministry

•The one perceived crime for which 
Jesus’ enemies felt they could indict 
Him was violation of  the Sabbath. 

• Jesus never violated Moses, but He 
did transgress some of  the traditions 
of  the elders. 

•Here the tactic often employed in 
Galilee is employed by His enemies in 
Judea.



Notice:

•Luke’s remarkable description of  the 
result of  these confrontations (13:17):

“all His opponents were being 
humiliated; and the entire crowd 

was rejoicing over all the 
glorious things being done by 

Him.”



Luke 13:18-21

The Parable of  the Mustard Seed



Next Week:
A 2nd Trip to Jerusalem for the 

Feast of  Dedication




