
The Road to Statehood
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict



Arthur Balfour, British foreign secretary
November 2, 1917

“His Majesty’s Government views with 
favour the establishment in Palestine of  a 
national home for the Jewish people, and 

will use their best endeavors to facilitate the 
achievement of  this object, it being clearly 

understood that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights 

of  existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine or the rights and political status 

enjoyed by Jews in another country.”









The British Mandate = 3rd Aliyah

• More than 40,000 Jewish people arrived 
between 1919-1923, with many moving to 
new cities, such as Tel Aviv.

• At this point, the Arabs begin to strongly 
oppose Jewish immigration.

• Still Jews continued to immigrate to the 
land; the 4th Aliyah (1924-1928) brought 
about 70,000 more.

• As more Jewish people arrived, Arab 
violence escalated.



In August 1929…

• The mufti of  Jerusalem charged that the 
Jews desired to take over the Al-Aqsa 
mosque on the Temple Mount.

• Riots broke out nationwide, the British did 
little to restrain the violence, and after six 
days, 135 Jews were killed and 350 
wounded.

• In Hebron alone, 67 citizens were 
murdered, and the rest were forced to 
abandon their homes and flee to Jerusalem.



In an Effort to Quell Violence

• The British issued the Passfield White 
Paper of  1930, essentially ending all Jewish 
immigration and repudiating the Balfour 
Declaration.

• The reaction was so strong in Parliament 
and the League of  Nations, the Prime 
Minister had to issue an immediate 
clarification annulling the white paper and 
saving the land mandate for a Jewish 
homeland.



Then, in 1933…

• Adolf  Hitler became 
chancellor in Germany 
and unleashed a 
torrent of  anti-Semitic 
laws that would isolate 
Jews from the rest of  
Germany.

• This prompted the 5th

Aliyah, primarily of  
German Jews, with 
225,000 moving to the 
land.



This Impacted Demographics 

• Those who tended to immigrate out of  
Germany were often industrialists and 
professionals, thereby bringing capital and 
industry to the land.

• From 1931-1939, major industry increased by 
150% and electricity for industry by 600%.

• Physicians, lawyers, and other professionals 
arrived, prompting the development of  
museums, theaters, and opera houses.



As the Number Grew…

•Arab violence exploded; an Arab revolt 
from 1936-1939 spread terrorism 
throughout Palestine.

• In the 1st month alone, attacking 
Arabs had killed 89 Jews and wounded 
more than 300.

•Arabs also sought to paralyze the 
economy by carrying out a general 
strike.



British Captain Orde Wingate

• A committed 
Evangelical Christian 
and friend of  Israel, 
began to train the 
Haganah (Jewish 
defense group) in 
counterterrorism.

• He left his legacy on 
the troops that would 
later develop into the 
Israel Defense Forces.



Some Jews Answered in Kind

• The Irgun, an armed underground militia 
rejected the principle of  self-defense and 
began launching attacks against the hostile 
Arab neighborhoods and British forces.

• Their actions were condemned by the 
Jewish agency, but violence increased 
dramatically; in 1938, 486 Arab civilians, 
292 Jews, and 69 British were killed in the 
escalating conflict.



The Peel Commission

• Concluded (for the 1st time) that the only 
ultimate solution would be to partition the 
country into a Jewish state and an Arab one.

• The Jewish community accepted; the Arabs 
rejected it outright; the British also rejected 
the proposal.

• It is important to note that the British often 
limited Jewish immigration, but they 
permitted unrestricted Arab immigration 
from neighboring states.



The Jews Had Benefited the Land

• They created a modern economy and modern 
cities

• The Hebrew University of  Jerusalem became a 
world-class academic institution

• The Jewish population of  Palestine increased by 
375,000, while the Arab population increased by 
380,000

• Arab infant mortality declined, health conditions 
improved, and per capita income for Arabs 
doubled



A War Changes Everything Again

• The British assumed two things: 1) they 
needed to develop allies in the Arab world; 
2) the Jews would support the British 
against Germany.

• Additionally, with the collapse of  the 
League of  Nations, they felt no 
compulsion to honor the Balfour 
Declaration.

• And so, the White Paper of  1939 repudiated 
the Balfour Declaration in its entirety.



The White Paper of  1939 Declared:

• Palestine would become an Arab state in 10 
years.

• To achieve this end,  Jewish immigration 
would be limited to 15,000 for 5 years 
(75,000 total) and then cease altogether.

• Jews were restricted to buying property in 
only 5% of  Palestine.

• It called for an end to the idea of  a Jewish 
national home in Palestine altogether.



Worst Timing Ever for the 
Jewish People

Can Anyone Tell Me Why?



David Ben-Gurion said:

• “We must assist the British in the war as if  there 
were no White paper, and we must resist the 
White paper as if  there were no war.”

• The Jews in Palestine persistently offered to 
establish a Jewish brigade in the British army, 
and in 1940 the first armed Jewish unit was 
formed.

• In 1944, at the behest of  Winston Churchill, the 
British created a Jewish brigade that saw action 
in Italy.



The Arabs of  
Palestine…

• Refused to 
support the 
British; their 
leadership 
fled, with the 
mufti settling 
in Germany, 
where he 
became a 
strong 
supporter of  
Hitler.

• Without his 
agitation, 
terrorism was 
largely 
aborted.



Meanwhile in Europe…

• The Nazi blitzkrieg brought 9 million Jews under 
their control.

• The “final solution” nearly succeeded, killing 6 
million Jews—2/3 of  European Jewry.

• In doing so they destroyed a more than 1000-year 
old European Jewish culture.

• The surviving Jews longed for a place they could 
call home, a state of  their own; they wanted to go 
to Israel.



In April 1947…

•The question of  Palestine was turned 
over to the newly formed United 
Nations.

•The Jewish Agency fully cooperated with 
the UNSCOP; the Palestine Arab 
Higher Committee boycotted.

•On August 31, 1947 UNSCOP presented 
its findings and recommendations to the 
UN General Assembly.



The Majority Report Proposed:

•An official end to the British 
Mandate

•A partition of  Palestine into a Jewish 
state and an Arab state, with an 
economic union between the two

•Making Jerusalem an international 
city governed by the UN





Despite the Fact…

• The borders of  the new Jewish state would 
be completely indefensible from Arab 
attack…

• And cities like Jerusalem and Hebron were 
excluded from the state…

The Jewish Agency accepted the 
proposal.

The Arab League, however, 
rejected it.



The Partition Plan Was Presented

• And approved in the UN General Assembly by 
the necessary 2/3 majority vote.

• Jewish communities rejoiced; Arab nations 
promised war.

• Between December 1947 and May 1948, Arab 
irregulars waged a terror war against their Jewish 
neighbors.

• Both sides committed atrocities, but 
nevertheless, the British Mandate ended on May 
14, 1948.



On May 14, 1948

• In the Tel Aviv Museum, 
David Ben-Gurion read 
Israel’s Declaration of  
Independence.

• “By virtue of  our natural 
and historic right and the 
strength of  the UN 
General Assembly, we 
hereby declare the 
establishment of  a Jewish 
state…to be known as the 
state of  Israel.”



From the Declaration

“The State of  Israel…will 
be based on the principles 

of  liberty, justice, and 
peace, as envisioned by 
the prophets of  Israel.”



In Addition:

• The declaration also opened the doors of  
immigration to all Jews, promised equal rights to 
all the citizens of  the state, including the Arabs, 
and called for peace with the Arab states.

• Within minutes of  the declaration, President 
Truman directed the U.S. representative to the 
UN to recognize Israel; the Soviet Union 
followed with recognition shortly thereafter.

• There were no UN resolutions condemning the 
declaration nor any questioning the legality of  it.





The Arabs’ Advantages

• When they launched their assault, Ben-Gurion 
declared that the war pitted 700,000 Jews against 
27 million Arabs—1 against 40.

• In military terms, the Arab armies’ assembled 
strength was 80,000 troops compared with Israel’s 
60,000, however, only 19,000 Jewish soldiers were 
fully armed and prepared for war.

• Arab forces had greater numbers, superior 
terrain, control of  the skies (Israel’s air force did 
not yet exist), along with better tanks, artillery, 
and weaponry.



The 1st Attack Came When…

•The Egyptian army bombed Tel Aviv, 
targeting the civilian population.

• In response, the entire Jewish 
community mobilized for war, and in 
some Jewish settlements, men and 
women stopped Arab tanks with 
gasoline bombs, small arms, and even 
rakes and pitchforks.



Israel’s Advantage

• Motivation: Israel had no choice but to win or 
face genocide.

• Azzam Pasha, secretary general of  the Arab 
League said:

“This will be a war of  extermination and a 
momentous massacre, which will be spoken of  like 

the Mongolian massacres and the Crusades.”

• Besides bombing civilian areas, Arab troops 
massacred Jewish civilians, even after they had 
surrendered.



In the Village of  
Kfar Etzion

• Arab Legion 
troops marched 
surrendering 
Jewish villagers 
into the center of  
the compound 
and “proceeded 
to mow them 
down,” killing 120 
Jews, 21 of  them 
women.

• As a rule, “Jews 
taken prisoner 
during convoy 
battles were 
generally put to 
death and often 
mutilated by their 
captors.”



From July 8-18, 1948…

• The IDF repelled Egyptian invaders on the 
southern coast, pushed the Jordanian Arab 
Legion into the West Bank, and drove the 
Lebanese army back to the northern border 
and took the city of  Nazareth.

• On January 8, 1949 the Egyptians were finally 
driven back to the Sinai and out of  the Negev.

• Against great odds and without outside 
military support, Israel had survived the 
invasion.



David Ben-
Gurion, 1st

PM of  Israel

“In Israel, in 
order to be a 
realist you 
must believe 
in miracles.”





Little Did Israel Know…

• The peace agreement wouldn’t stop the 
fighting; in fact, it began a seemingly 
interminable war.

• The crushing loss of  the war was Old 
Jerusalem.

• Although the Jordanian government promised 
complete access to all Jewish holy sites, they 
did not fulfill their commitment.

• Jews were not able to enter the Old City to 
pray at the Western Wall, and other Jewish 
holy sites were desecrated.





Casualties of  War

• So soon after the Holocaust, almost 6,400 
more Jews were killed, accounting for 
nearly 1% of  the entire Jewish population 
of  the new state.

• Five times as many were wounded.

But the state of  Israel was a reality.

Just two years after the armistice was signed, 
Israel was granted membership in the 

United Nations.



The Refugee Problem

• Fearful due to false reports of  Jewish massacres, 
many Arab inhabitants fled the land.

• When the war was over, Ben-Gurion was 
unequivocal in forbidding the return of  these 
refugees:

“As for the return of  the Arabs, not only do I 
not accept the opinion of  encouraging their 

return…War is war…and those who 
declared war upon us will have to bear the 

consequences after they have been 
defeated.”



Almost Immediately…

• The Israeli Knesset enacted the “law of  
return,” which gave any Jewish person, or any 
person with a Jewish parent or grandparent, 
the right to come to Israel and be granted 
immediate citizenship.

• Within 3 years, more than 300,000 Holocaust 
survivors had made their way to Israel.

• Anti-Jewish riots erupted in the Arab world, 
and as a result, Sephardic Jews from Iraq, 
Iran, Yemen, and the Mediterranean world 
fled to Israel.



Anti-Jewish Riots

• In Iraq, they led to the end of  a 2,700 year old 
Jewish community.

• Israel organized Operation Ezra and Nehemiah, 
bringing 120,000 Jews from Iraq to Israel by 1951.

• In Yemen, 50,000 Jews came to Israel via 
Operation Magic Carpet between 1949-1950.

• Jews also fled from Egypt, Syria, Morocco, 
Algiers, Tunisia, Lebanon, and Libya.

• By 1951, 400,000 Jews had fled Arab lands.



Within Another Decade

•Nearly 200,000 more Jews would flee 
from Arab lands, making a grand total 
of  600,000 Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries immigrating to Israel.

• In its first 3 years alone, Israel absorbed 
approximately 700,000 immigrants from 
both Europe and the Arab world.

•Before long, Israel had tripled in size.



Exiles Continued to Come

• By the 1960s, 215,000 came from Eastern 
Europe.

• By the 1970s, more than 100,000 Jews had 
arrived from Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the 
USSR.

• During the 1980s, Israel brought thousands of  
starving Ethiopian Jews to the land in 
Operation Moses.

• The largest increase came in the 1990s, when 
approximately 1 million Jews fled the former 
Soviet Union after its collapse.



Even During the Terror War

•Jews from Iran, Argentina, and 
France made their way to 
Israel.

•The population of  Israel now 
stands at roughly 8.1 million, 
74.8% Jewish (6.06 million) and 
25.2% Arab (2.04 million).



The Sinai Campaign (1956)

• After the 1948-49 War of  Independence, the 
Arab nations rejected any permanent peace 
settlement, refusing to recognize Israel and 
maintaining a permanent state of  war with 
the Jewish state.

• At this time, the primary threat was not 
Arab armies, but the fedayeen, literally 
“those who sacrifice themselves.”

• In other words, terrorists.



These Fedayeen…

• Were armed and trained by Egypt

• They would strike from both Egypt and 
Jordan

• Attacked Israeli communities and 
kibbutzim, generally children’s quarters 
first

In the first 6 years after the armistice, Israel 
sustained 435 attacks from Egypt, in which 

101 Israelis were killed and 364 were 
wounded.



Trouble at the Suez Canal

• Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser 
nationalized the Suez Canal, which threatened 
not only Israel, but British and French interests, 
as well.

• Israel mobilized 100,000 troops in just three days 
and attacked Egypt on October 29, 1956, with 
promises of  British and French air support that 
never materialized.

• Israel conquered virtually the entire Sinai 
Peninsula within 100 hours.



The Next Ten Years 

• The decade following the Sinai Campaign was 
relatively quiet, but it was not totally peaceful.

• Israeli farmers in the Galilee were subject to 
Syrian shelling from the Golan Heights.

• Egyptian Fedayeen continued their terror 
attacks from Jordan.

• In 1965, the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) was formed, a terrorist organization 
with the avowed purpose of  destroying Israel.



Next Week 
in 

Jerusalem




