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“So great is my veneration of the 

Bible, that the earlier my children 

begin to read it the more confident 

will be my hopes that they will 

prove useful citizens to their 

country and respectable members 

of society.”- John Quincy Adams



“I speak as a man of the world to men of 

the world; and I say to you, search the 

Scriptures!  The Bible is the book of all 

others, to be read at all ages; and in all 

conditions of human life; not to be read 

once or twice or thrice through, and then 

laid aside, but to be read in small portions 

of one or two chapters every day, and 

never to be intermitted, unless by some 

overruling necessity.”- John Quincy Adams



“The highest earthly enjoyments 

are but a shadow of the joy I find 

in reading God’s Word.”

- Lady Jane Grey



“The most learned, acute, and diligent student 

cannot, in the longest life, obtain an entire 

knowledge of this one volume.  The more 

deeply he works the mine, the richer and more 

abundant he finds the ore; new light 

continually beams from this fount of heavenly 

knowledge, to direct the conduct, and illustrate 

the work of God and the ways of men; and he 

will at last leave the world confessing, that the 

more he studied the Scriptures, the fuller 

conviction he had of his own ignorance, and of 

their inestimable value.” - Sir Walter Scott



“Give to the people who toil and 

suffer, for where this world is hard 

and bad, the belief that there is a 

better made for them.  Scatter the 

Gospels among the village, a Bible 

for every cottage.” – Victor Hugo



“Holy Scripture is a stream of running 

water, where the elephant must 

swim, and the lamb can walk.” 

– Gregory the Great



“I have read the Bible through many 

times, and now make it a practice to 

read it through once every year.  It is 

a book of all others for lawyers, as 

well as divines; and I pity the man 

who cannot find in it a rich supply of 

thought and of rules for conduct.”

- Daniel Webster



“A Bible and a newspaper in every 

house, a good school in every district 

– all studied and appreciated as they 

merit – are the principle support of 

virtue, morality, and civil liberty.” 

– Benjamin Franklin



2 Introductions to the Bible -

I. What the Bible is.





2 Introductions to the Bible -

I. What the Bible is.

• The Bible is a collection of “the

books.”



The 2 Major Sections of the Bible -

I. The Old Testament.
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The 2 Major Sections of the Bible -

I. The Old Testament.

• The 39 books of the Old 

Testament refer to what happens 

before the cross.



The 2 Major Sections of the Bible -

II. The New Testament.

• The 27 books of the New 

Testament refer to what happens 

after the cross.



The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. 4 Subjects of the Old Testament.

A. The Law

(Genesis; Exodus; Leviticus; 

Numbers; Deuteronomy)
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B. The History
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1-2 Kings; 1-2 Chronicles; Ezra; 

Nehemiah; Esther)



The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. 4 Subjects of the Old Testament.

C. The Poetry 

(Job; Psalms; Ecclesiastes; Song of 

Solomon)
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The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. 4 Subjects of the Old Testament.

D. The Prophetic

1. Major Prophets

(Jeremiah; Lamentations; Ezekiel; 

Daniel)

2. Minor Prophets

(Joel; Amos; Obadiah; Jonah; Micah; 

Nahum; Habakkuk; Zephaniah; Haggai; 

Zechariah; Malachi)



The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. Subjects of the New Testament or 

“New Covenant.”

A. The History of Christ or “The 

Gospels” (Matthew; Mark; Luke; 

John) and The History of the 

Church (Acts).



The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. Subjects of the New Testament or 

“New Covenant.”

B. The Letters

i. The Letters of Paul (Romans; 

1-2 Corinthians; Galatians; 

Ephesians; Philippians; 

Colossians; 1-2 Thessalonians; 

1-2 Timothy; Titus; Philemon)



The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. Subjects of the New Testament or 

“New Covenant.”

B. The Letters

ii. General Letters (Hebrews; 

James; 1-2 Peter; 1,2,3 John; 

Jude).



The Major Divisions of the Bible -

I. Subjects of the New Testament or 

“New Covenant.”

C. The Prophetic (Revelation).



2 Introductions to the Bible -

I. What the Bible is.

II. What the Bible says about itself.



What the Bible Says About Itself:

I. It is the Word of God.



What the Bible Says About Itself:

I. It is the Word of God.

“For the word of God is living and 

active and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints 

and marrow, and able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

– Hebrews 4:12



What the Bible Says About Itself:

II. It is God-breathed.



What the Bible Says About Itself:

II. It is God-breathed.

“All Scripture is inspired by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in 

righteousness;” – 2 Timothy 3:16



What the Bible Says About Itself:

III. It is sufficient.



What the Bible Says About Itself:

III. It is sufficient.

“….so that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good 

work.” – 2 Timothy 3:17



What the Bible Says About Itself:

IV. It is clear.



What the Bible Says About Itself:

V. It is finished.



What the Bible Says About Itself:

V. It is finished.

“I testify to everyone who hears the 

words of the prophecy of this book: if 

anyone adds to them, God will add to 

him the plagues which are written in this 

book; and if anyone takes away from the 

words of the book of this prophecy, God 

will take away his part from the tree of 

life and from the holy city, which are 

written in this book.” – Rev. 22:18-19


