
Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow

2 Samuel 18



òThen 

David came 

to 

Mahanaimó

òAbsalom 

camped in 

the land of  

Gilead.ó



Notice as we Read:

The author refers to David no 
less than five times in this 

section as òthe kingó leaving 
no doubt as to who was the 

legitimate ruler and who was 
really in charge.



2 Samuel 18:1-3

1Then David numbered the people who were with 
him and set over them commanders of  thousands 
and commanders of  hundreds. 2 David sent the 
people out, one third under the command of  Joab, 
one third under the command of  Abishai the son of  
Zeruiah, Joabõs brother, and one third under the 
command of  Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to 
the people, òI myself will surely go out with you 
also.ó 3But the people said, òYou should not go out; 
for if  we indeed flee, they will not care about us; 
even if  half  of  us die, they will not care about us. 
But you are worth ten thousand of  us; therefore now 
it is better that you be ready to help us from the city.ó



David Has Been Given Time

�‡And in that time he has been able to 
exercise his administrative and 
military skills to respond to Absalomõs 
challenge.

�‡His 1st priority: Organizing the troops.

�‡David understands the advantages in 
striking first, in his time, at a strategic 
location, and under ideal conditions.


