
It’s All Good
James 1:16-18





This Morning:

James gives us his “Theodicy”

“A vindication of  God’s character”



James 1:16-18

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brethren. 17 Every good thing given 
and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of  lights, 
with whom there is no variation or 
shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of  
His will He brought us forth by the 
word of  truth, so that we would be a 
kind of  first fruits among His 
creatures.



James 1:16

“Do not be deceived, my 
beloved brethren.”

The same “Do not be deceived” 
expression occurs in 1 

Corinthians 6:9; 15:33; Galatians 
6:7; and 1 John 3:7. 



I Believe:

If  the great temptation of  
the lost is unbelief, then 
the great temptation of  

the regenerate is 
“misbelief.”



Think Back to Last Week

• Some among James’ audience had adopted 
the idea that God is the cause of  
temptation.

• And yet, in no case can a role be assigned 
to God in relation to evil, temptation, and 
sin.

And so, we, just like these 1st century 
Christians, must always be on our guard 

against self-deception.



Self-Deceived Believers

•Are one of  two things (or both):

1. Like sheep without a shepherd

2. Incapable of  recognizing the signs 
of  the times

What’s my Point?



Only This:

There is a disastrous 
connection between 

misjudging the character 
of  God and perverting the 
truth about God, Himself.



For Example: 1 John 4:8

“The one who does not love 
does not know God, for God 

is love.”

Is this a true statement?





James 1:17

“Every good thing given and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of  lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shifting shadow.”

So, God is not involved in the evil that we do 
when we are tempted; instead, he is only the 

source of  good in our lives.



He is the Source

•Of  the “good fight” within us that 
resists temptation

•That illuminates our 
understanding of  His word

•That motivates us to pursue the 
works that belong to faith



The Gifts of  God

•Are Good because they 
never foster evil desire or 
sin.

•Are perfect because they are 
the fulfillment of  His will for 
His people.



Did You Know?

God’s goodness extends to all of  
mankind?

•Matthew 5:45b –

“for He causes His sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous.”



The Apostle John Puts It This Way:

• 1 John 1:5 –

“This is the message we have 
heard from Him and 

announce to you, that God is 
Light, and in Him there is no 

darkness at all.”



Notice, Please:

“Every good thing given and every 

perfect gift is from above…”

ἄνωθεν (anōthen)

Where else do we see this 
word used?



John 3:3

Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of  God.”

Where did your salvation come 
from?



Turn to Matthew 16:13-18



Self-Deception in vv. 21-23

21 From that time Jesus began to show His 
disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief  
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised up on the third day. 22 Peter took 
Him aside and began to rebuke Him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never 
happen to You.” 23 But He turned and said 
to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to Me; for you are not 
setting your mind on God’s interests, but 
man’s.”



“from above”

• In Matthew 16:13-18, Peter received 
revelation and illumination “from above.”

• In Matthew 16:21-23, Peter leans on his 
own understanding here below and is 
found desperately wanting.

Do you see why James is so adamant to his 
audience to recognize deception?



The Source of  this Goodness

•God generates goodness in all his 
works and is then called, “Father.”

• James makes a distinct reference to 
the Creator God, “Father of  Lights.”

• If  our Heavenly Father is good and 
His Creation was good, then every gift 
that originates from Him is 
intrinsically good.



A Revolutionary Idea

•Galatians 4:6 –

Because you are sons, 
God has sent forth the 

Spirit of  His Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!”



“Father of  lights”

• Genesis 1:14-16 –

14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the 
expanse of  the heavens to separate the day 
from the night, and let them be for signs and 
for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let 
them be for lights in the expanse of  the 
heavens to give light on the earth”; and it 
was so. 16 God made the two great lights, 
the greater light to govern the day, and the 
lesser light to govern the night; He made the 
stars also.







Our Incomparable Father

“with whom there is no variation or shifting 
shadow (NET: ‘the slightest hint of  change’)”

• Man in Proverbs 24:21-22 –

“My son, fear the Lord and the king; Do not 
associate with those who are given to change, For 
their calamity will rise suddenly, And who knows 

the ruin that comes from both of  them?

• God in Malachi 3:6 –

“For I, the Lord, do not change…”







James 1:18

“In the exercise of  His will He brought 
us forth by the word of  truth, so that 

we would be a kind of  first fruits 
among His creatures.”

•Don’t miss this:

“He brought us forth by the word of  
truth”



John 1:12-13

12 But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become 
children of  God, even to those who 

believe in His name, 13 who were 
born, not of  blood nor of  the 
will of  the flesh nor of  the 
will of  man, but of  God.



Rejoice in This Fact!

God does not cause temptation; He 
gives life!

The contrast could not be more stark.

In contrast to death birthed by sin (v. 
15), life is produced by God.



And, Life is Given…

“by the word of  truth”



This is So Good!

•Evil desire brings self-deception, 
which engenders sin, which brings 
death.

•The word brings truth, which results 
in a new birth, which grants eternal 
life.

None of  you came to saving faith in 
Christ outside of  the word of  truth.



John 17:17

“Sanctify them in 
the truth; Your 

word is truth.”



John 6:67-69

67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You 
do not want to go away also, do 
you?” 68 Simon Peter answered 
Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have words of  eternal life. 
69 We have believed and have come 
to know that You are the Holy One 
of  God.”



Romans 10:14-17

14 How then will they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed? How will they believe 
in Him whom they have not heard? And how 
will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will 
they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of  those 
who bring good news of  good things!” 16 
However, they did not all heed the good news; 
for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our 
report?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing by the word of  Christ.



1 Corinthians 15:1-2

1 Now I make known to you, 
brethren, the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you 
received, in which also you stand, 2
by which also you are saved, if  you 
hold fast the word which I 
preached to you, unless you 
believed in vain.



And By The Way…

• This verse along with the preceding one 
shows clearly that James believed that 
eternal life was a gift of  God’s grace. 

• We need to keep this in mind when we read 
James’ discussion of  faith and works that 
follows in chapter 2. 

• James also affirms Paul’s teaching that our 
salvation springs from the sovereign will of  
God.



The Good News

•The Lord does NOT change.

•The word of  truth does NOT 
change.

•And therefore:

Our salvation is rooted in the 
unchanging will of  the sovereign 

God of  the universe!



And That Is Why:

We can “count it all 
joy” when we 

“encounter various 
trials!”



One More Glorious Truth

The word of  truth by which God 
gives birth to new creatures in 

Christ produces a harvest that he 
had intended since the moment of  

Creation, itself.

How do we know that?



Because James Tells Us

That those saved out 
of  fallen humanity 
will be “a kind of  

first fruits among his 
creatures.”



What are “first fruits?”

• Most often, we associate “first fruits” with 
verses such as Proverbs 3:9-10 –

“Honor the Lord from your wealth 
And from the first of  all your 

produce; So your barns will be 
filled with plenty And your vats will 

overflow with new wine.”



In the Old Testament…

•The “first fruits” of  living things, 
including humans, were those 
offered to God in thanksgiving 
and became His special 
possession.

•Concerning human beings, think 
Samuel or Samson.



An OT Principle Brought to Life

• How did God begin Creation?

“Then God said…”

• How did God create new life in us?

“He brought us forth by the 
word of  truth…”



And Therefore…

The word of  truth that brought forth 
the first creation brings about the 

regeneration of  men and women in 
anticipation of  the regeneration of  all 

creation.

We are the “first fruits” of  the ultimate 
redemption of  all creation!



Romans 8:19-23

19 For the anxious longing of  the creation waits 
eagerly for the revealing of  the sons of  God. 20 For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of  Him who subjected it, in hope 21
that the creation itself  also will be set free from its 
slavery to corruption into the freedom of  the glory 
of  the children of  God. 22 For we know that the 
whole creation groans and suffers the pains of  
childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, 
but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of  the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of  our body.




