
A Savior, Christ the Lord

Luke 2:8-20





Exodus 25:8

8 Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I 

may dwell among them.

• God’s glory was evident, but it was hidden.

• Sin kept us from the presence of  God.

• The glory cloud was a reminder that the 

Lord dwelt with Israel.



The Tabernacle Explained in Ex. 29

42 where I will meet with you

42 to speak to you there

43 it shall be consecrated by My glory

44 I will consecrate the tent of  meeting and 

the altar; I will also consecrate Aaron and his 

sons to minister as priests to Me

Why is the Lord doing this?



Exodus 29:45-46

45 I will dwell among the sons of  

Israel and will be their God. 46 They 

shall know that I am the Lord their 

God who brought them out of  the 

land of  Egypt, that I might dwell 

among them; I am the Lord their 

God.



1 Kings 8:10-11 

“It happened that 

when the priests 

came from the 

holy place, the 

cloud filled the 

house of  the 

Lord, so that the 

priests could not 

stand to minister 

because of  the 

cloud, for the 

glory of  the Lord 

filled the house 

of  the Lord.”



But then in 592 B.C.

• Ezekiel 11:23 says –

“The glory of  the Lord went 

up from the midst of  the city 

and stood over the mountain 

which is east of  the city.”



Zechariah 2:10 (520 B.C.)

10 Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of  

Zion; for behold I am coming and I will dwell 

in your midst,” declares the Lord.

The Lord tabernacled with the Israelites in the 

wilderness; He tabernacled in His temple; 

And He promised Israel that He would one 

day come again to tabernacle with His people.







Galatians 4:4-5

4 But when the fullness of  the time 

came, God sent forth His Son, born 

of  a woman, born under the Law, 5

so that He might redeem those who were 

under the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons.



God’s Glory in John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 

(σκηνόω) among us, and we saw His glory, 

glory as of  the only begotten from the Father, 

full of  grace and truth.

“to fix one’s tabernacle, have one’s tabernacle, 

abide (or live) in a tabernacle (or tent), 

tabernacle”



Consider for a Moment

The Word, the Son, Who existed equal with 

the Father before anything else came into 

being, became a human being.

• As Solomon said in 1 Kings 8:27 –

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 

Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot 

contain You…”



Turn to Luke 2:1-7



Luke 2:8 – Scene Change!

8 In the same region there were some 

shepherds staying out in the fields and 

keeping watch over their flock by night.

Back in Luke 1:52, Mary said –

“He has brought down rulers from their 

thrones, And has exalted those who were 

humble.”





Jerusalem is 5.7 miles from Bethlehem

• Herod, the “king of  the Jews,” lives there

• The chief  priest lives there

• The Sanhedrin meets there

• And yet…

Angels appear in the field to sinful, 

untrustworthy, and unclean shepherds.



How Humble was a Shepherd?

• It was an occupation that could not be 

romanticized.

• In general, shepherds were thought of  

as dishonest, and they were unclean 

according to the standards of  the law.

• They represent the outcasts and sinners 

for whom Jesus came.



Did You Know?

Shepherds, as a class, were under 
the Rabbinic ban, because of  
their necessary isolation from 
religious ordinances, and their 
manner of  life, which rendered 
strict legal observance basically 

impossible.



And Yet…

• David was a shepherd that became king

• Psalm 23:1 says, “The Lord is my shepherd”

• In Jeremiah 23, the Lord condemns evil 

shepherds and promises to raise up His 

Messiah to shepherd the people

• Isaiah 53 says that in our fallen state, we are 

sheep who “have gone astray.”



Luke 2:9

9 And an angel of  the Lord suddenly stood 

before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone 

around them; and they were terribly 

frightened.

This is the third angelic announcement in the 

gospel of  Luke.

What were the other two?



1. Zacharias

Luke 1:5 In the days of  Herod, king of  Judea, 
there was a priest named Zacharias, of  the 
division of  Abijah; and he had a wife from the 
daughters of  Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6 They were both righteous in the 
sight of  God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and requirements of  the 
Lord. 7 But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and they were both 
advanced in years.



2. Mary

Luke 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of  the 
descendants of  David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28 And coming in, he said to her, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 

38 And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of  
the Lord; may it be done to me according to 
your word.”



Think of  This

In Luke’s gospel, the 
recipients of  angelic 

visitations to announce the 
coming of  Messiah were a 
righteous priest, a teenage 

girl, and a group of  
shepherds.



“the glory of  the Lord shone around 

them; and they were terribly frightened”



Luke 2:10

10 But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I 

bring you good news of  great 

joy which will be for all the 

people



“good news”

• This translates the Greek verb 
euaggelizō, which means to preach the 
good news.

• The noun euangelion is translated by 
the word “gospel.”

What is the gospel?

Is it still “good news?”



Without the Virgin Birth

There is NO Gospel!



And Furthermore

“I bring you good news of  great joy 

which will be for all the people”

The true story of  Israel’s Messiah 

just became important for you and 

me.



Luke 2:11

11 for today in the city of  David there has been 

born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

When? 

Today! 

It’s been 400 years since the Lord spoke to 

Israel, and today everything changes!





Where?

“In the city of  David”
Why is that important?

• Micah 5:2 –

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little 
to be among the clans of  Judah, From you One 

will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His 
goings forth are from long ago, From the days of  

eternity.”



“a Savior, who is Christ the Lord”

1. “Savior” – sōtēr

– The same title given to God the Father by Mary 

in Luke 1:47 (“And my spirit has rejoiced in God 

my Savior.”)

2. “Christ” – Christos

– Literally, “anointed one”; promised in Daniel 

9:25-26

3. “Lord” – kyrios

– The equivalent to the Hebrew Yahweh.



“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Christ, by highest Heav’n adored

Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time, behold Him come 

Offspring of  a virgin’s womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see

Hail th’incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell

Jesus, our Emmanuel



At His Birth

Jesus was already both Christ and Lord.

The one born to Mary in Bethlehem is 
the same person who is raised in glory 
and given the authority to be Lord and 

Christ.

Understand the implications of  

“Lord Jesus Christ”



The Modern Church

Loves “Jesus Saves”

But Balks at

“Jesus is Lord”



Luke 2:12

12 This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger.

What is the sign?

How will they know which baby is Christ 

the Lord?



“lying in a manger”



2 Corinthians 8:9

“For you know the grace of  

our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though He was rich, yet for 

your sake He became poor, so 

that you through His poverty 

might become rich.”



Luke 2:13

13 And suddenly there appeared with the 

angel a multitude of  the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,

This is what the heavenly host does.

It is what creation does.

Think Luke 19:40



Revelation 19:1, 4-6

1 After these things I heard something like a loud voice 
of  a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God…4
And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures 
fell down and worshiped God who sits on the throne 
saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And a voice came from 
the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, all you His 
bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the 
great.” 6 Then I heard something like the voice of  a 
great multitude and like the sound of  many waters and 
like the sound of  mighty peals of  thunder, saying, 
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, 
reigns.





Cultural Connection

• In 1st century Judaism, when a boy was 

born, the local musicians congregated at 

the house to greet him with simple music. 

• It is lovely to think that the music of  

heaven took the place of  the music of  

earth, and angels sang the songs for Jesus 

that the earthly singers could not sing.



Luke 2:14

“Glory to God in the highest, And on 

earth peace among men with whom He 

is pleased.”

The glory is given to God.

The peace comes from God.

And the sovereignty of  God reigns.





Luke 2:15

15 When the angels had gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds began 
saying to one another, “Let us go straight 
to Bethlehem then, and see this thing 
that has happened which the Lord has 
made known to us.”

“this thing” – rhema

“which the Lord has made known to us”



Luke 2:16

16 So they came in a hurry and found 
their way to Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby as He lay in the manger.

This is what obedience looks like.

And the angelic message is 
confirmed.



Luke 2:17-18

17 When they had seen this, they made known 

the statement which had been told them about 

this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at 

the things which were told them by the 

shepherds.

When the shepherds received the “good 

news,” what did they do?



Is Our Response to 

Christ Like the 

Shepherds?



More Sovereignty

These shepherds, having charge of  

flocks devoted to sacrifice, would 

presently be in the temple, and 

would meet those who came to 

worship and to sacrifice, and so 

proclaim the Messiah in the temple.



Luke 2:20

20 The shepherds went back, glorifying 
and praising God for all that they had 
heard and seen, just as had been told 
them.

In vv. 13-14, the heavenly host praised the 
Lord, and now the shepherds do the 

same.



Are You Like the Shepherds?

1. Have you heard of  the Lord Jesus Christ?

– The shepherds received the message.

2. Have you met Him?

– The shepherds went to see Jesus.

3. Do you worship Him?

– The shepherds worshiped Christ and glorified 

God.

4. Do you tell others about Him?

– The shepherds told everyone about Jesus.




