
Prep for a Grand Story!

(Introduction to Genesis 37-50)



Romans 15:4 -

• “For whatever was written in 

former days was written for our 

instruction, that through 

endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures 

we might have hope.” 



I. Joseph story is merely part of 

a greater drama.



I. Joseph story is merely part of 

a greater drama.

• Drama of redemption.



Titus 2:14 -

• “who gave Himself for us to 

redeem us from every lawless 

deed, and to purify for Himself a 

people for His own possession, 

zealous for good deeds.”



II. Multitude of lessons from 

Joseph, but one main thing.



From the life of Joseph, we can learn how 

to:

• Overcome evil.

• Face adversity.

• Pursue purity and resist temptation.

• Forgive and show it.

• Exercise wisdom in planning for the 

future.

• Live faithfully anchored in God’s 

promises.

• Recognize the sovereignty of God, 

even the wrongs done to us by others.



“Since Joseph is never reported as 

having done anything wrong and since 

he triumphed abundantly in these and 

many other adverse circumstances, he 

is an outstanding model of true godly 

living – second only to the example of 

Jesus Christ.” – James Boice



II. Multitude of lessons from 

Joseph, but one main thing.

• Without exception, Joseph 

conducted his life in the presence

of God.



II. Multitude of lessons from 

Joseph, but one main thing.

• Without exception, Joseph 

conducted his life in the presence

of God.

• MEANING: He never lost sight of 

God.  God was part of every 

circumstance and a basis of 

every decision.



III. Joseph story is about the 

providence of God.



Proverbs 16:9 -

• The mind of man plans his way,

But the LORD directs his steps.



“He rules His creation with absolute 

sovereignty and authority.  He governs 

everything that comes to pass, from the 

greatest to the least.  Nothing ever 

happens beyond the scope of His 

sovereign providential government.  He 

makes the rain to fall and the sun to 

shine.  He raises up kingdoms and 

brings them down.  He numbers the 

hairs on our head and the days of our 

life.” – R.C. Sproul



III. Joseph story is about the 

providence of God.

• Confidence in the providence of 

God will lead to confident living.


